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Heading for the goal
My friend and I started watching the 

London Arsenal against Borussia 
Dortmund game in our busy sixth 

period classroom. Ready for Thanksgiving 
break, students buzzed around us, but we 
focused in.

After a quick kick off, the players sped 
back and forth across the field in the humid 
London weather. The game seemed normal 
at first. They kicked the ball. 

Soccer seemed simple enough, but only 
because the players were not trying. They 
simply played a game of pinball by launching 
the ball back and forth. 

This game, the stakes were low for these 
high-ranking teams. As first and second place 
respectively, Dortmund and Arsenal had es-
sentially already made it to the next round 
because the top two teams move on.  

The first, and probably last, European soc-
cer game that I watched did not matter.  

Arsenal scored one goal within the first 
two minutes against Dortmund’s listless de-
fense. Without an interesting game, we ar-
gued the purpose of the offside rule. 

To me, offside seemed stupid. The offense 
is forced to give up possession when there 
are no defenders between a forward and the 
goal. Why punish players for running faster? 
If the defense gets offside, why does the goal-
ie get to use his hands?

Soccer has few things in common with 
other sports. First, the players have funny 
names — Henrikh Mkhitaryan, Ciro Im-
mobile, Yaya Sanogo. Second, the rules, like 
offside, can be oversimplified. Corner 
kick: players kick from the corner. 
Throw in: players throw the ball in. 
Wall pass: players use each others 
as walls to pass. 

Yet, unlike other sports, soc-
cer is ruled by stamina. 

Stamina keeps players fit for the long season 
and helps them reach the true goal — the 
FIFA World Cup. Since this game played a 
small role in achieving this goal, I missed the 
nuances of soccer that I would normally miss 
anyway because the players just didn’t care. 

So as the 
soccer game 
digressed to 
mere sets of 
liners, we ma-
turely resorted 
to making 
jokes about the 
players’ names.

“Are you a Messi Person?”
“No. I’m clean.”
Alexis Sanchez scores. The score changes. 

The players go back to their liners. 
My friend began to educate me on the 

UEFA Champions League. Arsenal and Dort-

mund, the top two teams on this Champions 
League, will play in a round of 16 teams. 
From there, the eight winning teams move on 
to quarter finals, semifinals and finals. They 
have a long way to go. 

Soccer is like school. If your grade is in the 

safety range of three to six percent above the 
grade benchmark, what is the point in study-
ing for finals? It’s smarter to study for other 
finals with higher stakes. Every semester, stu-
dents must prioritize studying to have energy 
when it is the most important. 

Even though teachers will not see a re-
flection of students’ understanding and even 
though I still don’t know what overlaps, single 
scissors, penalty kicks or Maradona’s are, 
students and athletes play strategically by 
prioritizing. If teams spend all their energy 
on one minor game, players will not have the 
energy to compete at an important game the 
next day in a different country.

Dortmund was dormant and Arsenal 
scored twice. The end of the game was not 
intense or close. In fact, Arsenal player Joel 
Campbell completely missed a free kick in 
the last minutes of the game. He must have 
been aiming for the Dortmund fans...

The game ended at 2-0 — not that it mat-
ters. The teams will move on to the next 

round as students will move on to their 
next final exam. They both have a long 

way have to decide what 
is worth their A-game. 

In soccer, not all games are created equal
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